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Konami, Namco Refule 
TO Join 2nd “AAMS" 


It became clear on July 24 that the 
two major Japanese manufacturers、 
Konami and Namco、 will not partici- 
pate in the second “Asia Amusement 
Machine Show" (AAMS) to be held 
on November 14-16 in Singapore by 
the Japan Amusement Machinery 
Manufacturers Association (JAMMA). 


With entry to AAMS beins free of 


charge、 JAMMA expects the show to 
be visited by 15.000 players and trad- 
ers over the three days. Rather than as 
a trade show for unveiling new games。 
it appears that the purpose of this 
“show" iS to explore new markets in 
Southeast Asia (Singapore, this time) 
by suimulating players' interest in 
video games. 

The aim of the AAMS which was 
held for the first time a year ago in 
Hong Kons、has been vague from the 
beginning but it was sressed that it 
should be a show for the trade. How- 
ever on the first day of last year's 
show、it became clear that it Was more 
aimed at players than at traders. Within 
JAMMA、 this contradiction with the 
original purpose of the show was 
brought into question. However.it Was 
concluded that the first “show" in 


CESA Establishes 
Home Video Code 


Computer Entertainment Software 
Association (CESA) announced on 
July 15 that it had cstablished an ethic 
code covering images in home video 
software. It is intended to be a de facto 
standard for home video game devel- 
opers and to control expressions of 
pornography and violence. 

In addition to this standard、 CESA 
has instituted rules to diSmiss mem- 
bers who violate these standards. 
CESA explains that the establishment 
of such rules will lead to the healthy 
development of home yideo software. 
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Hons Kons had been a success and 
the next show would be held jn 
Singapore. Namco pushed for the 
show to be held in Hong Kong again 
to letit grow as a genuine trade show 
but this was not considered、There- 
fore. as early as in January this year、 
Namco made clear its intention not to 
exhibit its Droducts. 

Meanwhile, Konami、 which exhib- 
ited gaming machines at the first 
AAMS in Hons Kong in the expecta- 
tion of markets for such machines in 
Southeast Asia growing、 was also 
Planning to exhibit such machines at 
this years show. However、 once the 
Singapore authorities explicitly pro- 
hibited the exhibition of gaming de- 
Vices at any event open to the general 
public、JAMMA was obliged to hast- 
ily inform the cxhibitors who were 
going to exhibit gaming devices that 
these devices could not be exhibited. 
As a result、Konami decided not to 
exhibit at the show. 

At AAMS in Hong Kong、both 
Namco and Konami had occupied 25 
booth units respectively、so that the 
number of booth units reserved for (his 
year's show dropped by about 50 be- 
low. In this situation、 Sega、 Capcom 
and SNK decided to add about 25 
booth units. In spite of this、 the total 
number of booth units at this year's 
show will be only 170. 32 less than 
last year. Given this situation、Sega 
whose president assumes the position 
of JAMMA'S president and Capcom 
which is responsible for overseas pub- 


Seta Announces 
Favorable Results 


Seta Co.、 Ltd.、 Tokyo、 posted 
\4.088 million in revenue、 up 30.3% 
over the preceding Year and \306 mil- 
lion in net income、 up 22.4%、 for the 
fiscal year ended May 1997.It was 
announced on July 17. There is no re- 
lation between Seta and Sega Enter- 
DTiSeS. 

A breakdown of revenue shows 
that home videos accounted for \3.348 
million、up 65.1% over the preceding 
year。 coin-op games \3S6 million、 
down 54.0%、medical information sys- 
tems \167 million、up 128.7%、and 
others \216 million、 up 111.1%. 

Seta forecasts \4.742 million in 
revenue and \379 million in net in- 
come for the fiscal year to end May 
1998. More than 90% of Japan's pub- 
lic companies adopt a settlement Sys- 
tem in which the fiscal year ends in 
March. Seta is one of the few compa- 
mies with the fiscal year endins jn 
May. 


lic relations. have asked other mem- 
ber companies to exhibit their prod- 
ucts. 

Companies intending to exhibit in 
Singapore and the number of booth 
units secured by them are as follows 
(figure in parentheses denotes the 
number of booth units secured at the 
previous show): Sega 45 (29)、Capcom 
30 (20). SNK 25 (10). Jaleco 10 (10)、 
Taito 10 (15). Tecmo 10 (8)、 Sammy 
6 (6⑥). Human $ (5)、 Ohira $ (④) Data 
East 4 (3)、K&U 4 (④). Banprest 3 (4)。 
Yubis 2 (-)、 Asahi Seiko 2 (2)、 Sanwa 
Denshi 2 (2)、 River Service 2 (-), To- 
ken 1 (-)、 Coin Journal 1 (1)、 MaMa 
Top 1 (1). The number of exhibitors 
will decrease by 8 from 28 last year 
to 20. 


SNK Launches 
"Live Tour 97“ 


SNK Corp.、 Osaka、has launched 
the event “Live Tour 97” in five 
Southeast Asian cities between July 
and October. The first event was in 
Seoul, Korea、 on July 18-19 and the 
second one in Hong Kong on July 27. 
It will also be held on August 23 in 
Singapore、 on September 7 in Jaki 
Indonesia、 and in October in Shang- 
hai、China. 

Before now, SNK has held 4 simi- 
lar events for “NEO GEO" players in 
Japan using the title “Live Tour'. SNK 
decided to spread the event to South- 
east Asia given the laraer number of 

*NEO GEO" fans in the region and 
the release of the 64-bit CG video syS- 
tem “Hyper NEO GEO 64" in July in 
Japan. 

At each event hall、a total of 50 
game machines including “Samurai 
Spirit” and “Round Trip RV" for 
“Hyper NEO GEO 6 and “King of 
Fighters 97" and “Hazard Zone" for 
“NEO GEO" and the photo sticker ma- 
chine “NEO-Print"、 were installed for 
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players to enjoy free plays、etc. In 
Seoul, the event was visited by 6.020 
people on the first day and 3.020 
people on the second day、totalling 
11.040 people. In Hong Kong,it was 
visited by 1.980 people. 

“Among visitors are also “NEO 
GEO" distributors and operators. Hav- 
ing gencral players enjoy SNK's video 
games and photo sticker machines will 
surely benefit local distributors and 
operators、" SNK explains. 


USJ Appoints 
Four Officers 


USJ Co., Ltd.、Osaka、which js 
pressing forward with a plan for Open- 
ing “Universal Studios Japan” in the 
spring of 2001、 announced that it in- 
creased the company's capital from 
\7.000 million to \10.000 million、and 
also elected two officers each from 
Universal Studios and Rank Group in 
the UK (four in total) as officers of 
USJ. 

From the Universal Studios side 
\787 million has already been in- 
yested。 and this was increased to 
\2.147 million this time. Rank Group 
had not previously inVested and its ini- 
tial investment is \1.000 million. As 
a result、 the investment ratio has be- 
come as follows: Osaka City 25.0%、 
Universal Studios 21.47%、 Rank 
Group 10.0%、 Sumitomo Metal 8.56%、 
Sumitomo Shoji 4.28%、 Hitachi Dock 
4.28%. 

The four new officers are as fol- 
lows: Bob Gault、 president of Univer- 
sal Studios Hollywood、 has assumed 
office as vice president of USJ。 
Michael Cross。senior vice president 
of Universal Studios Recreation 
Group、as senior vice president of USJ。 
Steven John Goodwin、Rank Group、 
as parttime director of USJ、and 
Hiroshi Oka, representative of Rank 
Group resident in Japan、as director 
responsible for financial affairs of 
US}. 
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